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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 

4 OF THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 

13 MARCH 1946. 


1 August 1946 
COMMISSIONER: 
M. Martin Havard 


THE SA 


(The Commission convened at 1000 hours) 


THEO GRUSS, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 

COMMISSIONER HAVARD: The witness will stand. What is your name? 

THE WITNESS: Theo Gruss. 

COMMISSIONER HAVARD: Raise your right hand and repeat this 
oath after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing, 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

COMMISSIONER HAVARB: You may sit down. 

DR. KLEFISCH: Klefisch for the SA. I shall put the following 
questions to the witness. First as regard to the coordination of the Stahlhelm 
and the SA. The second point regarding question as to whether these organizations 
did volunteer for the coordination or not, and causative measures and measures 
of the national socialisté government during the execution of these measures, 
Thirdly, the opposition of the Stahlhelm against national socialism, Fourth, 
causative measures which led to the situation that the Stahlhelm remained 


within the SA. And fifth, the position of the coordinated Stahlhelm farmations 
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as a means of opposition. The testimony is supposed to be given with regard 
to the whole area of Germany, but I shall confine myself to the most essential 
points in my examination, as we have intentions to hear the witness before 


the Tribunal. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY DR. KLEFISCH: 


Q. How old are you? 
A, I was born on the 22nd of May 1882. 
Q. Were you a member of the Party or of any organization that belonged 
to the Party? 
A. No. 
Were you a soldier and in which rank? 
I was a soldier during the first World War in the rank of a corporal, 
What was your rank in the Stahlhelm? 
I was Bundeskammerer - general paymaster, 
During what period did you hold that office? 
First from 1920 until 1925, and for the second I was Bundeskammerer 
Stahlhelm until 1933 until its dissolution in 1935. 
Is it correct that the rank of Bundeskammerer was one of the highest 
ranks within the Stahlhelm? 
A. Yes, as I was directly subordinate Bundeskammerer to the federate 
aie leader and had no other superior official. 
Q. What were your tasks after the dissolution of the Stahlhelm in 1935? 
A. I was entrusted with the liquidation of the Stahlhelm, which I took 
over the direction, 
Q. How long did you hold this office? 


A. Until 1939. 
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Q. How was the Stahlhelm embodied in the SA? 


A. The embodiment of the Stahlhelm into the SA was ordered by the supreme 


command of the SA. 
Qe Does this order refer to a special district of Germany, or does it 
refer to the whole of Germany? 
The whole of Germany. 
Why did you yourself not become a member of the SA? 
I was already over 45, was wounded in the War, and was a free mason, 
Did the greater part of the Stahlhelm members volunteer to become 
members of the SA? 

A. No by no means, 

Q. Wag Why did the members of the Stahlhelm hesitate to become members 
of the SA? 

A.The members of the Stahlhelm were entirely different from those of the SA. 

Q. Now would you shortly describe those differences? 

A. The menbers of the Stahlhelm were for the greater part veterans. They 
had nothing to do with politics. They did not want to have anything to do 
with the Party. They have joined the Stahlhelm voluntarily, and the leadership 
cooperation was based on comradeship. All that was not the case within the SA. 

Q. So when the Stahlhelm was embodied into the SA, what were the ideas 
that were brought into the SA by the members of the Stahlhelm? 

A. In the first place they brought tradition - the tradition of the comrade- 
ship of the First World War - social ideas. 

Q. Was this soldiers comradeship supposed to serve the preparationof 
an aggressive war? 

A. No, 


Q. “hy not? 
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A. The/wamie members of the Stahlhelm knew war and did not want to 
have another war. 
Q. So what was the sense of this idea of soldiers comradeship in tke 
Stahlhelm? 
A, Mutual aid. 
Q. What were the reasons for the embodiment of the Stahlhelm in the 


SA and what were the means by which this embodiment was carried out? 


A. They were embodied on the ground of an order, 


Q. Were there other means used in order to induce them to join the SA? 

A. Yes. There were other forces to join the SA or pressure was exer- 
cised upon them, 

Q. Were there any false pretenses made in order to induce them to join 
the SA? 

A. Yes, The members of the Stahlhelm were told that they would beable 
within the SA to keep their own leaders, their own uniforms, their own units, 
and their own bamners, but this was not true. 

2. Did the Bundesfuehrer - confederate leader of the SA, Seldte 
promote these passings over from the Stahlhelm to the SA? 

A. Yes, 

Q. How did the greater part of the Stahlhelm members judge or think about 
the behavior of their leader, Seldte? 

A. They did not agree with his measures and they were in a very bad mood, 

Q. As far as you know about it, does that testimony refer to the whole 
area of Germany? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Were there any Stahlhelm members who joined the SA voluntarily and 


correctly, and what kind of people were those? 
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A. Yes, as a matter of fact, there were such Stahlhelm members, but 
there were only a few. They were in those cases ambitious leaders, and such 
people who hoped that there would be a personal advantage in joining the SA. 

Q. Was there any pressure upon the Bundesfuehrer, Seldte, in 1933? 

A. Yes, 

What happened to him? 

A, There are several examples, but I only vant to quote one example, 
During a parade that took place at Schonebeck, a little village near Magdeburg 
was attacked by SA men and Hitler Youth and many Stahlhelm members were 
wounded, The people were shouting, 'Death to Stahlhelm. ' 

Q. Had the Stahlhelm members a possibility of retiring from the SA 
without any considerable disadvantages? 

A. No. 

What were these disadvantages? 

A. Whenever a Stahlhelm member wanted to leave the SA, he was threatened 
that there would be certain disadvantages in the exercise of his profession, 
and he was furthermore threatened that he would be arrested and police 
measures would be taken against him, 

Q. After the embodiment of the Stahlhelm in the SA and after the dis- 
solution of the rest of the Stahlhelm, was there any closer connection of 
the Stahlhelm members within the SA? 

A, Yes, all over Germany. 

Q. Was there any central agencies that promoted this closer connection 
between the Stahlhelm members? 


Yes, I represented this agency. 


That means the liquidation agency? 


Yes, 
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Q. Was the activity of this agency legal in so far as it dealt with the 


connection of the Stahlhelm members? 

A. No. It was even strictly forbidden by the Gestapo, 

Q. Did this connection only exist between members of the Stahlhelm who 
had not jointed the SA or did also members of the Stahlhelm who had already 
joined the SA participate in this connection? 

A. Also those who had already joined the SA, 

Q. When you spoke to Stahlhelm members who had already joined the SA, 
what did they tell you about the SA? 

A, They always were agim against the SA and against the Party. 

Q. Do you know kimk about many Stahlhelm members who had joined the SA? 

A, Yes, but many hundreds, 

Q. Were these Stahlhelm members to whom you just referred backed by other 
circles of former Stahlhelm members? 

A, The Stahlhelm members with whom | was iim not connected were backed by 
other circles of our comrades, 

Q. So we can suppose that these several hundreds of Stahlhelm members, 
to whom we just referred am with whom you were not connected, represented 
the opinion of a far greater number of Stahlhelm members? 

A. Yes, 

2. To which period do you refer when you tell us about all this? 

A, Until the beginning of the war - first days of the war. 

DR. KLEFISCH: Thank you - no further questions, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. B ARRINGTON: 
Q. Witness, you said that the embodiment of the Stahlhelm into the SA 
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was ordered by the xmpre supreme command of the SA? 
A. Yes. 
At what date was the order given - approximately? 
Approximately in June 1933 or in January 1934. 
And how was that order gka given? 
We received circulars from the supreme command of the SA. The order 
was given in writing and it was printed. 

Q. Is it correct in that case that the supreme commandé of the SA at 
that date had the right to issue orders to another organization? 

A, Yes. This right was derived from the fact that upon an order issued 
by the Bundesfuehrer Seldte, the Stahlhelm was placed under the commandof 
Hitler, and Hitler was the supreme commander of the SA, 

Q. Then in that case you are talking of an order after the Stahlhelm was 
transferred to the SA - is that correct? 

A. No - before the embodiment, 

Q. Before the embodiment perhaps, but was it not the real transfer 
to the SA when Seldte put the Stahlhelm under Hitler? 

A. I cannot say that exactly. 

Q. If you were not a member of the SA yourself, you have, I suppose, no 


accurate knowledge of the regulations of the SA? 


A, Yes, I have an accurate knowledge of these regulations as in my 


capacity of Bundeskammerer I was bound to have such knowledge. 
Q. Do you know Max Juettner? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is he wrong when he says that the SA supported the principle of 


voluntar 
Sedani membership? 


A, He is not quite right. In the order issued by the supreme command 
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vekuntariix voluntary membership was mentioned, All over the country in 
reality, the principle of voluntary membership was not observed and theorders 
issued by the suprmame SA command were in most cases not published, 

MR. BARRINGTON: No further questions. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. KLEFISCH: 
Q. May I ask a few further questions, Did the embodiment of the Stahl- 


helm to the SA take place on the ground of only two orders, or were there 


several orders? 


A, Right now I remember only two fundamental orders. Later on there 


were, of course, provisions issued for the carrying out of these orders, 

Q. Were these provisions drafted in a clear manner or were there any 
contradictions in them? 

A. They were drafted in a manner so that in different parts of Ger- 
many they were interpreted in a different way, 

Q. You just spoke about voluntary membership that was granted to the 
Stahlhelm members in this respect. Does that refer to all members of the 
Stahlhelm or just to Wehrstahlhelm and Kernstahlhelm? 

A. In the first place, I'm referring to the Kexrsm Kernstahlhelm, 

Q. What kind of Stahlhelm members were those - which years? 

A, They were from x@tixkm 36 to 45 years old. 

Q. Witness, you just told us that Seldte put the Stahlhelm under 
Hitler as a legal basis for the transfer of the Stahlhelm into the SA. 

A, Yes, 

Q. Did that way of acting, that sort of transfer, correspond with 
the regulations of the Stahlhelm? 


A. No. 
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DR. KLEFISCH: I thank you. 
COMMISSIONER HAVARD: Do you know whether they have another 
witness? I have no instructions, 
MR. BARRINGTON: I was told there was one more witness— 
defense witness, of course, 


COMMISSTONER HAVARD: Witness may retire, 


(The witness was excused at 1053 hours) 


The above and foregoing is a true and correct transcript of 


the testimony of THEO GRUSS, taken on 1 August 1946. 
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OFFICIAL TREANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DIFENSE OF ORGANIZAT IONS, TAKGN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION ^P POTN FED BY THE IN TERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 
4 OF THE ORDER OF THD TRIBUNAL DATED 
COMIISSIONE 
Me Martin EHeavard 
THE SA 
(Tho Coxmission convenéd zt 1000 hours) 
Theo S, & witnoss, took the stond ¿nd testified 


follows: 


COITIISEIONER UAVARD: The witness will stond, 


EE WITIZSS: Theo Gruss. 

COIMISSIONSR NAVARD: Raiso your right hand and repeat this 
oath aftor me: 

I swear by God, the ålmiçrhty and Ormiscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing 

(The witness repoatec the onth.) 
COMMISSIONER HAVARD: You may sit down. 
KLEPISCH: lefisch for the Si., I shall put the follow- 
ing questions to the wit “irst as regard to the coordina- 
„tión of tho Stahlhelm and the S4 The second point rogarding 
question as to whether these orgenizations did voluntoor for 
the coordination or nct, cnd ccusative measures and meocsures 
of the national sociclist governnont during the oxecution of 
these monsures, Thirdly, the cppesition of the Stahlhelm 
against national sociclism., tourth, causative moasures which 
tho situation that the “schlholm rencinod within tho SA. 

And fifth, the position of the coordinated Stchlhelm formations 

means of opposition, The:*+-stimony is supposed to 
with regard to tho whole area cf Germany, but I shall confine 
mysolf to the most essential points in ny oxomination, as wo 


have intontions tc hear the witnoss befcroe the Tribunal, 





1 dug 150 Winklor 2 MN AN 
H1078 -0012 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
KLEFISCH: 

How old are you? 

L was born on the 22nd of May 1882, 
Q loro you a nember of the Party or of any organization 
belonged to the Party? 
da No. 
Q Woro you a s i and in which rank? 


I was 2 soldier durine the first World Ver in the 


your rank in the Stchlheln? 
Bundcslarmerer = gonernl p: “wi1estor, 


Load did you hold that offico? 


irst from 1920 until 1925, and for tho second I was 


Bundeskeamneror for S,chlhe?ts until 1933 until its dissolution 


in 19535. 
Q Is it correct that tho rank of Bundeskearmmecrer was ono 
of tho highest ranks within the Stahlhelm? 
directizy subordinate Bundoskarmcror to 
the foedercte lecder and had other superior official, 
Q What were your tasks cfter the dissolution of tho 
Stcehlheln in 1935? 
A I was entrusted with the liquidation of the Stahlhela, 
which I tock over tho direction, 
How long did you hold this coffico? 
Until 1939. 
How was tho Stchlheln embodied in the S4? 
The ombodinent of tlo Stchlheln into the SA was orderod 
supreme command of the SA, 
Does th order refor to a special district of Germany, 
it rofer to the whole «2 Germany? 
Lhe whole of Gorma 
did you yourself not becomo a menbor of the S4? 
“lrosdy over 45, was wounded in the Var, and was 


ry g 
(ll 
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& froo mason, 
Q Did the greater part of the Stchlholia nerfers voluntoor 


to becone mornbers of the SA? 
Q g members of tho Stchlholm hesitc:te to 
becone 
members of the Stchlhelm were entirely different 


A 


from those of the S 


would you shortly describe those differences? 
members of the Stahlholn wero for tho groctor 
part votorans, Thoy had not} ‘ng to do with 
to do with tho Party, They have 
tchihe li voluntarily, and the leadership cooperation 
wes basod on comradeship, ål.. that was not the caso within the 
SA. 
Q So when the 2x1 was orbodied into the SA, w 


de? 7 


wore the ideas that wore brought into the SA 27 } monbors 
tho Stahlholn? 
In the first 
tion of the cowreadesh 
Q 


preparation of 


No, 


m1 knew war and did not 
want to 
9 So whet’ was the sonse of this idea o sold 


ship in tho Stehlheln? 


Q tt wore the reasons for the ortbodiment of the Stahl- 
holm in the SA and what wore the means by which this erbodinent 
was carried out? 

They were onbo 1 on the ground of an order, 
Q Were thoro other mecns used in order to induce ther 


to join the SAB 
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L Yose Thoro wore oth fo jo S/. or pressure 
was oxorcised upon then, 
Q Wero there any false preterses made in order to induce 
them to join the SA? 
Yose, The mombors of the Stchlheln were told that 
thoy would be able within the SA to keep their own loaders, 
their own uniforms, thoir own units, end thoir own banners, but 
this was not true. 
Q Did tho Bundesfuchrer - confederato losder of the SA, 


Soldte, proroto those passings ovor from the Stchlhelm to the 


SA? 


greater <rt of the Sschlheln moribers 
judge or think about the bohavi of thoir loo Soldte? 
A They did not agree with his mecnsures and they were 
a very bad mood, 
Q As far as you ] nw cbout i cs that testinony 
refor to the ole 
Xose 
“oro there r D Gln nerbers who joined 
voluntarily cnd corroct and who l cf people wor 
Yos, as a nai f Fa h were such Stchlholn 
menbors, but there wore only < few. They woro in those eases 
ambitious loaders, and such pecplo who hoped that thoro would 
bo & personal advant: 


there any pre ro upon the Bundesfuchrer, Seldte, 


there are several exanplos, but I only went to quote 


ono example, During 2 porade that took place at Schonebeck, & 


little villige near Magdeburg was attacked by SA mon and Hitler 
Youth ond many Stohlholm members wore wounded, Tho people were 


shouting, 'Death to Stahlheln,! 
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ad the Stahlhela mertoers a possibility of rotiring 


Oda 


>~ without any considerable discdvontages? 
Ne o 


What were these disadvant:-ges? 


Lhenover a Stahlheln morbor wanted to lenve the SA 
3 


he was threatened that thore would be certain disadvant:ges in 


the-cxorciso of his profession, cnd ho was furthormoro throatonod 


that he would bo arrested and police measures would be takon 
against hin, 


Q ¿ftor the orbodinont of the Stahlheln in tho 


ftor tho dissolution of tho rest of tho Stchlhola, 


Was 


any colser ccnnoction of the Stchlholn nombors within the SA? 


Yos, all over Gorncny. 


Vas there cny contral cconcios th t pronetod this 
connection between tho Stachlhelm nonbors? 


rr 


Yos, I roprosontod this ag 
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“as the activity of this agency legal in so far as it coalt with 
ection of the Stahlheln mombers J 

A No. It was ovon strictly forbidden by tho Sostapo. 

Q Dig this connection only oxist betwoon members of the Stahlhelm who 
had not joined the SA or did also nmombers of the Stahlhelm who had already 
joined the SA participate in this connection? 

A Also those who had already joined the SA, 
“hen you spoke to Stahlhelm meribers who had already joinec the SA, 
what they tell you about the SA? 
They always were against tho SA and Against the Party, 
Q Do you know about many Stohlheln members who had joined the SA? 
: 


4 Yes, but mmy hundreds, 


Q Were these Stchlhelm masbers to whom you just referred backed by 


Ly . > 
other circles of former Stahlholm mombers? 


4 Tho Stahlhelm members with whon I was not connected were backed by 
other circles of our comrades, 

Q So we can suppose that theso sevoral hundreds of Stahlhelm maabers P 
to whom we just referred ond with:whom you were not connected, represented 
the opinionof a far crester number of Stahlhelm manbers? 

L Yose 

Q To which period do you rofor when you tell us about allthis? 

A Until tho beginning of tho war = first days of the ware 

DiRe KLEFISCH: Thank you = no further qucostionse 

CROSS LXAITNATION 
BY i. BARRINGTON: 

Q Witness, you said thet tho embodiment of the Stahlholn into the SA 
was orderoc by the suprome command cf the SA? 

A = Yose 

Q At what date was the ordor tiven= approximately? 

A dpproximately in Juno 1933 or in Jonuary 1934, 

Q tnd how was that order givon? 

A Vie receive’ circulars from tho suprome conmand of the SA. The 
order was given im writing ond it was printod, 


Q Is it gorrect in that caso that tho supreme command of the SA at 


S715 
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that date had the right to issuo orders to another organi zation? 

Yes. This right was derived from the fact tmtupon an order 
issuod by the Bundesfuchror Seldte, theStahlholm was placed under tho 
command of Hitler, and Hitler was tho Supreme commander of tho SA, 

Q Then in that case you are talking of an order after tho Stahlhelm 
was tronsferred to the SA = is that corroct? 

4 No = before the embodiment s 

Q Before the embodiment perhaps, but wsit not the real transfor 
to the SA when Soldto put tho Stehlholn under Hitler? 

A I cannot say that oxactlys 

Q If you were not a mombor of tho S4 yourself, you havo, I suppose, 
no accurate knowlodge of the regulations of the SA? 

L Yes, I have m accurato knowledze of theso rogulations as in my 
capacity of Bundeskanmerer I was bound to have such knowledge e 

Q Do you know Max Jucttner? 

A Yose 

Q Is ho wrong whon ho says that tho SA supported the principle of 
voluntary membershi p? 

A He is not quite right. In the ordor issued by the suprome command 
voluntary mombership was montioned, All over the country in reality, 
tho principle of voluntary momborship was not observed ond the orders 
issued by the Suprome SA comand woro in most cases not publishod, 

Me BARRINGTON: No furthor 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY Dit. KLEFISCH: 

Q May I ask a fow further quostions, Did tho ombodimentof the 
Stahlholn to the SA tako placo on the ground of only two aders, or woro 
thoro several orders? 

4 Right now I romonber only two fundamental orders, Later on there 
Wore, of ccurso, provisions issued for tho carrying out of these ordors, 

Q Wore those provisions drafte! in a cloar manner or were thoro any 


contradictions in them? 


à They wore drafted in a manner go that in differont parts of 


Germany they were interpreted in a differont Waye 
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Q You justspoke about voluntary mombership thet was 


é 


Stahlhelm members in this rospocte Doos that reforto all mombers of tho 


Stahlheln or just to Wehrstchlholm and Kernstahlheln? 


4 In the first place, I'm referring to the Kornstahlholing 


What kind of Stahlheln mombers wore those = which yoars? 


They were from 36 to 45 years olde 
Witness, you just told us that Soldte put the Stahlholm under 
as & logal basis for tho transfor of tho Stahlhelm inta the SA, 
YCS o 
t way of acting, that sort of transfer, corrospond with 
the regulations of the Stahlholn? 
A Noe 
DRe KLEFISCH: I thank youe 
COMMISSIONER HAVAR Do you know whother they have another witness? 
I have no instructions. 
IM. BARRINGTON: I was told there was one more witness ==- 
defenso witness, of course, 
COILIISSIONER HAVARD: Witness may retired. 


(The witness was excused at 1053 hours) 


The above and foregoing is a true an 


testimony of THEO GRUSS, taken on 1 


Bernice Winkler 
Reportor 


CERTIFIED TO; 
llartineHavard 
Cormmissionor 





